1300 722 468
www.waternsw.com.au
ABN 21 147 934 787

PO Box 323, Penrith NSW 2751
a e r Level 4, 2-6 Station Street
3 Penrith NSW 2750

Ref: D2017/42070

Director, Industry and Infrastructure Policy
NSW Department of Planning and Environment
GPO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,
Infrastructure SEPP Review

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the review of State Environmental Planning Policy
(Infrastructure) 2007 (ISEPP).

WaterNSW is Australia’s largest water supplier of raw water. We deliver water from 42 large
dams, pipelines, canals and the State’s rivers. We ensure that the water supplied is reliable and,
where that water is to be used by end use customers for drinking, it meets relevant water quality
standards. WaterNSW plays a key role in the delivery of the NSW Government’s $1 billion
commitment to the delivery of water supply infrastructure as outlined in the State Infrastructure
Strategy.

WaterNSW is regulated by, amongst other things, the Water NSW Act 2014. This defines the
manner by which WaterNSW must perform its statutory functions in accordance with its operating
licences,

‘(i) to provide, construct, operate, manage and maintain efficient, co-ordinated and
commercially viable systems and services to capture, store, release or supply water, and

(i) to ensure that the systems and services meet the performance standards specified in
the operating licence in relation to water delivery, water quality, service interruptions or any
other matters set out in the operating licence”. (s12, Water NSW Act 2014)

WaterNSW currently holds certification to ISO standards in management systems for
Environmental, Asset Management and Work Health and Safety. Additionally WaterNSW has a
dedicated team of environmental assessment professionals who assist the organisation in
undertaking its environmental assessment functions consistent with legislation, including the
ISEPP.

To date, the ISEPP has been helpful to WaterNSW as it establishes a clear permissibility,
assessment and approval process for most of the projects and works WaterNSW undertakes.

WaterNSW has reviewed the public consultation draft State Environmental Planning Policy
(Infrastructure) Amendment (Review) 2016 and acknowledges that the Department is proposing a
number of amendments to the ISEPP in response to our submissions lodged with the Department
in 2016. WaterNSW appreciates these proposals.

Nevertheless, WaterNSW considers further amendments to the ISEPP are necessary, consistent
with the aims of the policy, to:

¢ provide a clearer and more efficient assessment path for strategic projects, and
e ensure WaterNSW can effectively operate in accordance with its statutory functions.



WaterNSW is, in particular, concerned that the proposed ISEPP provisions would hamper
and prevent WaterNSW from undertaking development for water supply systems in
circumstances highlighted in the attachment.

WaterNSW therefore requests amendments to the ISEPP to address these constraints and
discussions on how these may be addressed. WaterNSW's detailed comments are attached.

If you have any queries regarding the above please contact me on 4724 2452 or at
malcolm.hughes@waternsw.com.au.

Yours sincerely,

N el W

MALCOLM HUGHES
Manager Catchment Protection

AL\
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